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PRESS RELEASE: PERKASIE BOROUGH TAKES STEPS TOWARDS A TEMPORARY 50% 

ELECTRIC RATE REDUCTION TO HELP UTILITY CUSTOMERS FACE COVID-19 RELATED 

HARDSHIP 

 

Perkasie Borough announced today that it is taking steps towards offering a 50% reduction in electric rates for 

residential and commercial customer accounts for bills due on May 15th, 2020 covering usage from March 15th 

– April 15th.  

 

The desire to implement a rate reduction was discussed and unanimously approved by Perkasie Borough 

Council at a Special Meeting, held by teleconference, at 3pm on Thursday, March 26th. Changing electric rates, 

however, can only be accomplished by Borough Ordinance. Accordingly, the Borough is moving forward to 

immediately draft an Ordinance and schedule a public hearing so that the Ordinance can move to a formal vote 

and approval.  

 

This temporary rate reduction would be in addition to an announcement made on March 17th, when the 

Borough shared that it would waive electric late fees for the current period and suspend shutoffs for residents 

and businesses who are unable to pay their current bill due to COVID-19 related hardship.  

 

Jim Purcell, Borough Council Vice President, and Chair of the Borough’s Utility Committee, noted that “The 

intent of these measures is to provide real and immediate relief and financial aid to the Borough’s utility 

customers who have been harmed by the effects of COVID-19 public health crisis.”   

 

"Today, Perkasie Borough took an important step as a municipal utility with its action to cut electric rates to 

help our households and taxpayers," said Scott Bomboy, the Chair of the Borough's Public Safety Committee. 

"Hopefully, the temporary rate reduction can bring some comfort and support to the community we are honored 

to serve." 

 

James Ryder, Borough Council President, is hopeful that the move will create something of a local economic 

stimulus. “If residents and businesses are able to pay-it-forward by using the extra cash to make a donation to a 

Perkasie-based nonprofit or charitable organization, or to purchase goods or services or a gift card from a 

Borough business” he added, “then this rate reduction really will make a difference in our local community.” 

 

The Borough estimates the total cost of the reduction to be approximately $350,000. The reduction will be 

funded, in part, by diverting the money that had been set aside to perform a second schedule of road repairs and, 

in part, by monies in the Capital Fund. Council are open to discussions about future rate reductions to support 

utility customers through the crisis and will review the situation frequently as it unfolds. The new Ordinance 

will allow Borough Council the flexibility to pass a resolution adjusting rates in times of national emergency, in 

the unlikely event that this is necessary in the future.  

 

 



For customers, the effect will be that electric bills for the period March 15th – April 15th, due on May 15th will 

be reduced by 50%, and customers will notice a message printed on their paper bills to that effect.  

 

Electric bills for the period Feb 15th – March 15th, due on April 15th are not subject to the 50% rate reduction 

and will be mailed out as usual this week. Again, new late fees are being waived and shutoffs for non-payment 

are suspended.  

 

Questions about the rate reduction or about upcoming electric bills should be directed to 

admin@perkasieborough.org or to (215) 257 5065. 
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