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The Public Works Committee meeting was opened at 6:00PM by Public Works Committee Chairman Justin Stottlar. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

PUBLIC FORUM
Mary Antczak, Shadywood Drive, wants the committee to discuss; 1) recycling containers should be covered or use plastic bags on order to keep the residue off the streets and sidewalks, 2) that the recycle center be restricted to Perkasie residents by instituting a sticker system or another form of ID, 3) that the new developments will put more burden on trash services.
Chris Kelly, Park Ridge Drive, is in favor of a toter system, no bags.
Chris Marshall, 330 South Sixth St, uses 2 to 3 bags per week and is in favor of a toter system and wants paper picked up curbside.

Lynne Rainey, West Park Ave, wanted to know how much the Borough would charge residents for using toters. Jim Ryder said that we have no estimates right now but he would like to see the charges in the $70 per quarter range and that we will keep the bag system. Lynne also wants single stream recycling.

Michael Henry, 618 West Blooming Glenn Drive, wants toters.
Christine Moore, 210 Parkridge Drive, wants toters.

Andy Rettig, 371 Essex Court, wants toter system and single stream recycling. Thinks that the recycling center is dangerous on Saturdays when busy.

Mark Orth,  510 Park Ave, likes bag system.

Mark Nace, 403 Callowhill Rd, likes bag system in addition to leaf and tree limb pickup.

Dan Gilbert addressed some of the issues that were raised during the public forum and offered other ideas
1) The Giant in Perkasie does not accept delivery of Borough trash bags after 11:00 AM and sometimes runs out of bags when they call at the last minute for deliveries.

2) The recycling center is going to be redesigned to enhance traffic flows

3) The cost to retrofit a trash truck with a tote lifter is $7,500 per truck
4) Bringing out the toters between parked cars will be more difficult & time consuming

5) Bag prices will need to increase to cover our cost of $3.43

6) Taxes do not cover trash or recycling pick-up

7) The charge for bulk items is currently the same for everything; Dan suggested different fees for different items depending on the size.

Justin Stottler expressed that accepting yard waste once per month, at the recycling center, is not enough and would like to see that done twice per month.

Dan Gilbert reviewed the highlights of the trash survey as follows:

1) The response rate was 37% of surveys mailed to residents.

2) That 5% of the households put out 3 to 5 bags per month.

3) 79% liked the bag system,

4) 21% wanted a toter system

Joe Berardi summarized the budget costs and expressed that labor, truck costs, tipping fees and recycling costs make up the majority of our refuse system costs.

Flo Frei expressed her appreciation of the service that the Public Works employees provide to the Borough and how much better this service is when compared to outside service providers.

Justin Stottlar said that Phoenixville has a toter system and recommended that we go there to observe how they service the neighborhoods where there is high density housing. Justin thought that one toter size should fit all. Justin also thought that a sticker system would eliminate non-Borough people from using the recycling center. Justin Stottlar wants to put pertinent info regarding trash and recycling in the newsletter and on the Borough website in order for the public to obtain a better understanding of all of the issues and the makeup of the $3.43 disposal cost per bag.
OTHER BUSINESS
None
PRESS FORUM

None

PUBLIC FORUM

Mary Antczak, Shadywood Drive, said that branches and tree limbs are mixed in with leaf collection. Everything went into bags in 2009 including yard waste, now things are different with new regulations. Mary would like to see yard waste picked up at curbside and eliminate drop-off at recycling center. Mary also wanted the new developments to participate in the trash system. Jim Ryder will contact the developer of Perkasie Woods to assist in that process.
Susan Green, 624 East Walnut St, believes that 21% of people wanting toters will not be on the same street in the high density neighborhoods. Susan thought that we should obtain quotes from outside companies to pick up trash and recycling. Flo Frei did not think that would work well.

Cliff Redanz, 723 South Ninth St, likes the bag system and the recycling center and said that increasing the cost of bags would be okay.

Amanda Henry, 618 West Blooming Glen Drive, wants toter system and pays around $200 per quarter now for bags. Amanda thought that maybe outsourcing the toter system only would be a good idea. Amanda proposed a tag system that would open a gate at the recycling center to eliminate scamming.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.
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