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MINUTES OF PERKASIE BOROUGH 
COUNCIL COMMITTEES MEETING 

JANUARY 3, 2011 
 
         620 West Chestnut Street 
         Perkasie, Pennsylvania 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Council Member:      Martin Gahman 
        Matt Aigeldinger 
        Stephen Algeo  
        Florence Frei  
        Barbara Krantz 
        Suzanne Kravitz (absent) 
        Chris Nicolosi 
        Jim Purcell 
        Maria Slowik 
Youth Councilor:      Joe Gilbert 
Mayor:        John Hollenbach 
Borough Manager:      Daniel P. Olpere 
Assistant Manager:      Andrea Coaxum 
Finance Director:      Joe Berardi 
Police Chief:       Joe Gura 
Public Works Director:      Dan Gilbert  
Electric Superintendent:      Harold Stone   
Borough Solicitor:      Ann Weiss 
Press Representatives:      News Herald 
        Morning Call 
        Daily Intelligencer  
       
 Borough Council President Marty Gahman convened the meeting at 7:00 PM.  Mayor Hollenbach 
gave an invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Gahman asked for a moment of silence for the 
recent passing of former Councilwoman Nancy Keenan. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
 
 Ken Scary owner of 301 West Market Street stated that removing parking spaces at the intersection of 
Third and Market Streets would make it difficult for residents to park. 
 
 Marshall Franklin of 106 Stonycrest Drive stated there was no need for an additional cell tower in 
Perkasie. 
 
 Scott and Vicky Jenson of 660 Milliken Court spoke concerning the health risks associated with 
putting a cell tower so close to his property. 
 
 Kevin Riley, P.E., of 662 Milliken Court notified Council that the land granted to the Borough on 
East Walnut Street has a deed restriction on it; therefore, a cell tower could not be able located there. 
 
 Susan Strickland Bowers, 301 Arch Street suggested that instead of prohibiting parking at 3rd and 
Walnut Street only allow compact cars to park near the intersection. 
 
 Mr. Paul Bowers, 301 Arch Street stated he felt the homes at the same intersection should have off-
street parking. 
  
 Alfred Poor of 700 East Walnut Street felt that the proposed cell tower on Walnut Street would lower 
the property value of homes in that area. 



 

 
2

 
 Jim Felicione of 120 Stonycrest Drive asked Council to consider the aesthetics of the neighborhood 
when considering the proposed cell tower on Walnut Street. 
 
 Jim Johnson of 142 Strassburger Road stated the proposed cell tower would be right in view of his 
front window to his home.  He raised concerns about children climbing a cell phone tower. 
 
 Theodore Hilbert of 140 Strassburger Road stated he bought his house in Perkasie because there were 
no power lines or cell towers near his home. 
 
 John Kieffer, 117 Strassburger Road stated he did not want the cell tower in his backyard and also 
stated it would totally destroy the wildlife. 
 
 Michelle Gunn of 123 Strassburger Road asked Council to evaluate the safety issues associated with 
installing a cell tower in a park like setting. 
 
 Scott Ashley of 667 Essex Court asked about how the proposed cell tower would affect the PBA well 
nearby. 
 
 Gary Hinkson of 115 Strassburger Road stated he felt a cell tower should not be put at the proposed 
site.  He stated he does not want to walk out his front door and look at a tower. 
 
 Steve Patrick of 668 Milliken Court felt there was no reason to put a cell tower in a residential area.  
He was concerned about property values. 
 
 Tom Steel of 664 Milliken Court reported that many people on South Perkasie Road in Hilltown 
Township do not know about the proposed cell tower on Walnut Street. 
 
 Kim Kramer of 638 East Walnut Street stated a cell tower would destroy the look of the proposed 
location. 
 
 Steve Keller of 304 W. Market Street suggested placing a 3-way stop sign at the intersection of Third 
and Market to alleviate the line of sight problem. 
 
 Steve Giles of 670 East Walnut Street reported that he cannot get cell phone service at his property. 
 
REPORT FROM PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 Manager Olpere stated the Planning Commission would be reviewing the rezoning of 5th and Arch 
Street at their January 2011 meeting. 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE 
 
Code Enforcement Officer Report 
 
 The Committee reviewed and accepted the Code Enforcement Officer’s monthly report for December 
2010. 
 
Liberty Towers 
 
 Liberty Towers was present to review the location of a proposed cell tower located on Borough 
property on Walnut Street across from the Stonycrest Development.  
 
  The issue was raised that the property in question was granted to the Borough by the Milliken family 
in 1994 for $1 and was to be maintained as open space.  Since the property is deed restricted, Borough Council 
members were unanimously opposed to putting a cell phone tower at the proposed location proposed. 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
Review of Superintendent's Report 
 
 The Committee reviewed and accepted the Public Works Superintendent's Report for December 2010. 
 
No Parking-Market Street & Third Street 
 
 After discussing various ideas for improving traffic safety at the intersection of West Market and 
North 3rd Street, the matter was tabled until the February meeting in order to obtain additional information. 
 
Roadway Survey Update 
 
 Present was Borough Engineer Joe Nolan who presented a survey update of the roads to be paved and 
repaired in 2011 based on the latest five year road reconstruction plan.  Committee members were in 
agreement with the list of roads selected for repair and paving for 2011 and agreed to place the matter on the 
January 17, 2011 Council meeting agenda.  
 
Hough Associates to Perform 201 Recycling Data-DEP Grant Preparation 
 
 The Committee reviewed a memo from Assistant Manager Andrea Coaxum explaining that the 
Borough in past years had entered into a contract with Hough & Associates to collect the residential and 
commercial recycling data for the Borough and fill out the yearly Department of Environmental Protection 
Recycling Performance Grant application.  Staff is again recommending awarding the contract for preparation 
of the 2010 recycling grant application to Hough & Associates.  Committee members agreed with this 
recommendation and placed the matter on the January 17, 2011 Council agenda. 
 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMITTEE MEETING 
  
 Review of Superintendent's Report 
 
 The Committee reviewed and accepted the Public Utility Superintendent's Report for December 2010. 
   
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
DOG Park 
 
 Several members of the DOG Park group were present to formally request the use of the area behind 
the tennis courts at Kulp Park for a dog park. One of the major concerns is going to be dealing with potential 
flooding issues in this area. The Committee agreed to place consideration of the DOG Park on the January 17, 
2011 Council meeting agenda. 
 
POTA Spring Event 
 
 Present was Joe Ferry, President of Perkasie Olde Towne Association.  Mr. Ferry is requesting 
permission to hold their annual Springfest (Formerly Hot Ribs, Cool Music) on Saturday, May 21, 2011.  At 
this year’s event, they are proposing a wine and beer tasting tent to be set up from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. 
POTA is looking for approval to allow this additional event.  Various questions were asked by Council and 
answered by POTA representatives.  It was agreed to table the matter so the Association would come back to 
the February Committee meeting with additional information. 
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Request from St. Agnes Sacred Heart School-Request to Hold a 5K Walk/Run in Lenape Park 
 
 The Committee reviewed a request from St. Agnes Sacred Heart School requesting permission to hold 
a 5K Walk/Run on April 16, 2011 from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  It was agreed to place the matter on the 
January 17, 2011 Council agenda. 
 
PERSONNEL AND POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
Appointment to Boards and Commissions 
 
 Committee members reviewed an updated list (below) of the following board and commission 
appointments listing the incumbents as well as the applicants: 
 
  1-OneYear Term to the Vacancy Board  
  1-Five Year Term to the Perkasie Borough Authority  
 
 It was agreed to make these appointments at the January 17, 2011 Council meeting. 
 
 Due to the recent passing of Nancy Keenan who was recently re-appointed to the Civil Service 
Commission for a 4 year term, a vacancy now remains.  It was asked that the vacancy be advertised for 
consideration at a future meeting. 
 
Ordinance #949, Perkasie Borough Authority Articles of Incorporation 
 
 This ordinance was tabled for a later meeting. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
Menlo House Rental 
 
 The Committee reviewed a memo from Assistant Manager Coaxum about an increase in the Menlo 
House tenant’s rent of $25 more per month beginning August 2011.  This would be the first increase since the 
new tenants moved into the property back in July 2009.  Committee members concurred with the increase and 
agreed to put the matter on the January 17, 2011 Council meeting agenda. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Other Business 
 
 Matt Aigeldinger asked when a date could be set up for a meeting with the Borough, the Pennridge 
Chamber of Commerce and the Perkasie Olde Towne Association.  
  
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 Matt Aigeldinger asked staff to set up a proposed “FTP” site so that Councilmembers could access 
their weekly packets by way of the internet in order to cut back on paper use. 
 
 Mr. Gahman reported that Vice-President Maria Slowik had agreed to serve as Vice-President 
through the end of 2010.  Appointment of a new Vice-President will be needed for 2011.  This matter will be 
placed on the January 17, 2011 Council meeting agenda. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
 
 None at this time. 
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PRESS FORUM 
 
 None at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM. 
     
 
 
 
     ______________________________ 
      Daniel Olpere  
     Borough Manager/Secretary 


